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After a year and a quarter of online services, we are believing for revival as God does 
the miraculous in people’s lives and we partner with Him in the rebuilding of our church 
services on the journey of re-gathering.

We love these promises of rescue, restore and rebuild that we are declaring over our 
church. We will see people RESCUED from impossible situations, God will RESTORE what 
is lost, and REBUILD something new and glorious!

It ’s a privilege to be building God’s House with such an incredibly generous and faithful 
group of people, knowing that what we are doing has generational impact and eternal 
consequences. Our mind goes to those in our families, our friends and colleagues whose 
eternal destination lies in the balance and who haven’t yet experienced the abundant life 
that Jesus came to give us.

We are building an environment and community of faith, hope and love for them to find 
‘home’ in the embrace of their loving Father in Heaven through faith in His Son: Jesus. 
This is an environment of encouragement, that points people to Jesus and sees lives 
transformed. We’ve included a few stories of the impact of the church on people’s lives 
to encourage you.

Our Heart for the House offering will be critical this year in the rebuilding work of our 
locations in Amsterdam, Rotterdam and Brussels and as we reach out with Dutch 
language services.

The Bible tells us that unless the Lord builds the House, the laborers labour in vain. Our 
faith-filled partnership with God is the key to seeing revival in our nations, each one of us 
playing our part. I’d love to encourage you to genuinely seek God as you decide what to 
bring to this year’s miracle offering. Together let ’s believe that we will see a miracle!

Love,
Richard & Debbie
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fitting you in
brick by brick,
stone by stone

with Christ Jesus
as the cornerstone
that holds all the
parts together. 

Ephesians 2:20



Arjan & 
Elizabeth
We now call Hillsong our home for 3,5 years. That 
choice has changed our life. It has been such a 
great journey so far and we are so looking forward 
to what more God will do. When we first decided to 
go to Hillsong we thought, ok we will go to Hillsong 
and we will look for a house over there otherwise it 
will be madness to travel every Sunday and maybe 
also during the week. But the more we thought about 
it (and in the meanwhile we did the traveling) the 
more we got convinced that maybe we didn’t need to 
move at all. We were asked to lead a connect group 
and we saw that we could spread the word and live 
for the purpose of God also from our town. So, we 
decided to stay. Now we have a connect group and 

people around us to do church life together with - it 
is so amazing and such a blessing.  

We also joined a team and through the investment 
of our Lead Pastors Richard and Debbie in people 
and in leadership we learned so much - it made us 
both better people. To trust God and follow Him is 
really something we learned and that brought us 
this far. To not look at our own strength, asking 
ourselves whether we can do something, but to 
trust in Him and live for a bigger purpose. This has 
stretched and definitely strengthened us. Being part 
of Hillsong taught us to just take the steps that are 
before us. 

Ada (Adaeze)
Within a couple of months of moving to the 
Netherlands in 2017, I attended Hillsong. When I saw 
the ‘Welcome Home’ banner, I knew in my heart that 
this was where I belonged! Hillsong, and especially 
Sisterhood, has been like family to me; I’ve met 
amazing women whom I’m able to call my family. 
I’m learning that practical leadership means loving 
and serving.  

Our church has encouraged me: when I was 
searching for a job, and felt discouraged by the 
rejections, my team members and connect group 
members were always praying and encouraging 
me. And I got a job! As a church family we encourage 
one another, bear one another’s burdens, love one 
another; and most importantly we bring other 
people to Jesus. We see lives changed by the power 
of the Holy Spirit! We can meet in smaller groups, 
study God’s word together, pray for each other and 

share our life stories. The church is a place where 
we come as we are, but we never leave as we are, 
because the Word that we hear transforms us from 
glory to glory, into the very image of God. 

Peter Paul
Hillsong to me is my family away from family and my 
home away from home. Moving to a new country is 
never an easy journey and without the right support 
structure it can be an overwhelming experience. 
Hillsong from the outside looked like a large church, 
but that view quickly changed when I joined a 
connect group and a team. What I found amazing 
was how my connect group and church team 

showed me what it means to do life together. Whether 
it was making new friends, taking long walk, sharing 
about difficult seasons, debating difficult questions 
or praying for each other I found an incredible sense 
of peace and trust in my vulnerability. My Hillsong 
family has seen me through some difficult seasons 
over the past year and a half and I know there are 
many people who may need the love, strength and 
acceptance I have received here. And that is why I 
have a heart for the house. 



Gerjan
Some may recognize that moment when you realize that life is not what you thought it 
was. Looking back, I see that there always has been guidance, but my eyes were only 
opened to this after some big life events took place. Growing up as a Christian I knew all 
the stories, but always wondered how it would be to ‘make a decision’ to follow Jesus. 
When my wife Hannah became ill, we realized that God was in the process of healing, 
but we still had to discover in which way. The first answer came by the peace that came 
over us from the moment we found out about her sickness, followed by the introduction 
to a new church family via a ‘coincidental’ visit to Hillsong - first in Copenhagen. We 
discovered our true identity, made our relationship with God personal and found out 
that Jesus conquered death and that we therefore can stand in grace and healing. By 
Jesus’ stripes Hannah has been healed and it opened our eyes.  

Since then, we have been on a daily journey of discovery – also through the way we 
encourage each other in the life of the church. An example is a business opportunity 
that I was building in Germany. We aimed to set up a joint venture with a German grower 
and started a relationship and negotiations. As always it started with big dreams, but 
we couldn’t finalize a deal. After many visits and conversation, I was about to give up. 
During another trip I chose to worship for a few hours in the car, followed by opening up 
the link in the marketplace encouragement from that morning. Ps Robert Schnörr was 
encouraging us to change from gaining into giving as the starting point and by doing so 
apply the Kingdom principles. I stopped the car, took a blank piece of paper and wrote 
a new business proposal which I presented during the meeting. The deal was closed in 
the next 30 minutes, but more important it set the relationship into a new direction and 
in December we opened the new factory. I love how God is working through all aspects 
of life, how things are moving when He steps in, and how encouraging each other as a 
church family is part of that. 



Niels & Amaya

Since we joined Hillsong Church, we’ve grown closer 
to God as individuals, as newly-weds and most 
recently as new parents. Having our own family has 
deepened the meaning of our relationship with God 
and His family; we’re even more motivated to be His 
hands and feet on earth. We are glad that we chose 
to be ‘planted’ in this church, and to serve Jesus to 
the best of our ability.

At Hillsong we feel at home; friends have become 
family, we’ve built lovely memories with our connect 
group, and most important, we have learned more 
deeply about God and His Word. We’re learning that 
when we love God and place Him at the centre of 
our lives, every area flourishes. Although the external 
world and its circumstances may seem to remain 
unchanged, we’ve learned to see the world with joy 
and gratitude, all because of what Jesus has done 
for us. We want to see God’s House being loved and 
cherished by others; we want to make it a welcoming 
place for those who have not yet encountered Jesus. 
Our decision to contribute to Heart for the House 
comes as a natural response to our commitment to 
God’s House. We are eager, as a family, to participate 
and collaborate in building His Kingdom. 

Kiana
One of my friends is part of Hillsong Church, but I 
got connected with Hillsong through a youth leader 
on Instagram. I got to know the people in the church 
who treated me like I was already part of the church 
as well, and that felt really nice. 

I got to talk to other Christians of my age. That is 
something that I have never experienced because, 
in the university that I go to, there are mostly 
atheists and just a few people who believe in God. 
But joining Hillsong made me have Christian friends 
and feel happy about it. Being part of a church 
means that I have a new family in Christ. I love that 
we get to have a connection with Christians around 
our age and that we have programs for the youth 
and young adults to grow and get encouraged in 
their faith.

Nolan, Deshini, 
Alexander & 
Ariana
Our family moved to Belgium, from South Africa, in 
May 2018. When we first arrived we looked online for 
a Hillsong church near us, but the closest one we 
found was in Rotterdam, 118 km away. We visited a 
few English-speaking churches closer to home, but 
something was always missing.  

Eventually we drove two hours to Rotterdam for 
a Sunday service. Everyone we encountered that 
morning was friendly and welcoming. We were 
also introduced to another Belgium family from 
Antwerp. The kids team welcomed our 21-month-
old son and he enjoyed the Hillsong Kids service. 
The efficient kids registration, the sweet and 
welcoming interaction of the team with our son, 
and the colourful and fun kids area all made us feel 
comfortable leaving our son there, even on our first 
visit. The worship and message were great. The 
most exciting thing we learnt that day was that a 
Hillsong Brussels location was opening soon.  

We got in touch with the Brussels community and 
had the privilege of attending and serving in the 
first Sunday service. 

We have called Hillsong Brussels Connect home 
ever since. The friends that we made in church 
have become our family in Belgium. We do life 
and church together. With our biological family 
so far away, our church community is vital to our 
family’s well-being. This is something that became 
very obvious during the lockdown, it was special 
to have people from church drop by with words of 
encouragement, it reminded us that we were not 
alone. 

Serving in church has given us a purpose and an 
opportunity to be a part of something bigger than 
ourselves. It allows us to teach servanthood and 
purpose to our kids. Being planted in our church 
allows us to grow spiritually and relationally. What 
we love the most about our church is the value it 
places on families and generations, it recognizes 
and invests in our kids and young people. Although 
we were initially attracted to Hillsong because we 
grew up with the music, we stayed because of the 
people, vision and values.



Robbert, Ellen, 
Ivar, Lise & 
Isabella
In 2007, I joined Hillsong College in Sydney and fell 
in love with the church and everything we stand for. 
Three years later he moved back to the Netherlands 
and started serving in Amsterdam. In 2012, Ellen, 
then a single mom with two children, was invited 
by a friend to a Hillsong service. There we met, 
and now we’ve been married for eight years! We’re 
now with the Rotterdam campus and love that our 
kids are growing up in a faith-filled church. Like 
almost everyone, we’ve had our difficult seasons. 
God has been alongside us throughout. Through 
church we did a marriage course, a parenting 
course, joined a connect group, and made friends. 

Our friendships are very special for us, and we 
are grateful for meeting these people in church.  

Each year we join in the Heart for the House 
offering and we have seen many breakthroughs 
coming out of that. We love being part of a global 
church that loves God, loves people, loves life, and 
is committed to helping people move forward. As 
a family we’ve adopted the church’s vision for this 
year: Rescue, Restore and Rebuild. This month 
we’re able to move into our newly purchased 
home. We’re excited, as it really is a miracle how 
God has blessed us with a new home! We look 
back with gratitude in our hearts, and we look 
forward in faith for this new season. As you read 
this, we hope you are encouraged to make the 
decision to develop your personal relationship with 
God, to plant yourself in church, to make life-long 
friends and commit yourself to moving forward!  

Serge

One of the things we do as a church are the street 
teams. It is part of social justice. We reach out to 
people in Amsterdam West once a month. We have 
been doing that for 6 years now, so we have been 
able to build up relationships in the neigborhood. 
I would like to share one story to show you what 
happens through street teams: 

We have been in contact with this 83-year old 
man for some years now. We used to help him and 
his wife with some practical things, like cleaning 
windows and helping in the garden, because their 
health was not good enough to do it themselves. 
A while ago his wife had to go to a nursing home 
because she was too sick to stay with him. He is 
really sad about that and he feels lonely. Because 
of this I could have a longer talk with him. So I 
listened to him about his wife and about loneliness. 
And we talked about the meaning of life, and where 
he is going after dying, about suffering and the 
powerful work of Jesus in this all. In the end we 
prayed together and he gave his life to God! Now 
we come back regularly to talk more, read the bible 
together and pray and help him with his garden. 
God is good!

I love that we get to do this as a church and see 
peoples lives changed. 

Judith
I love my church! I love the community of people. 
The way people encourage each other and that we 
always look for the gold in people. The way people 
share their stories and the way we do life together. 
I love that there is space for people (including me) 
to be themselves. I love that there is space to make 
mistakes and that these mistakes are met with 
grace which is so valuable because it creates an 
environment where people can learn, grow and 
develop.

What I absolutely love the most is the opportunity 
to serve in church, to give something back. The 
privilege to sow into the next generation (I serve in 
the kids team). Seeing kids grow and develop their 
talents, whilst being part of a team that is supportive, 
encouraging and wants to see you move forward 
in life. Serving and being part of this church has 
enlarged my life and helped me with strengthening 
my relationship with Jesus. I am looking forward to 
seeing what is coming next. 

This church is home for me. We are a family, one 
that keeps growing. The amazing part is that we 
want to keep growing, so that there is always room 
for one more!



Pierre 
& Agnes
Born in the 1950s, we grew up in a Christian family. 
In our teenage years we each decided to follow 
God, thanks to rallies held by the youth organization 
‘Youth for Christ’. We read the Bible together, sang 
praise songs, served together: it was really great! 

At the time we were planted in a traditional church. 
These were wonderful years, but over time we 
missed a clear vision and mission. Church felt more 
like a missionary field instead of a home. We’d done 
our best to fulfill a missionary role by organizing 
holiday Bible clubs, marriage courses, and Youth 
Alpha courses. But for a sense of ‘coming home’ we 
had to look elsewhere by attending conferences. 

Then our daughter Anneloes, with a small group of 
pioneers led by Pastor Richard van der Kolk, started 
a Hillsong connect group in Amsterdam. Our first 
Hillsong service, in café Werck, captivated us. 
And since Hillsong Rotterdam started, we’ve been 
regulars, because the church builds our faith. The 
messages are practical, and the clear vision and 
mission in Hillsong is particularly appealing to us.

Is this the perfect church? No, of course not, but for 
us, Hillsong Church is the place where we feel like 
we are ‘Coming Home’ every Sunday! 

Theo
When I walked through the doors of Theater 
Amsterdam, I knew only one person; the friend who 
had invited me. But from the first ‘Welcome Home’, 
I suddenly felt as a part of family. Then I joined 
Rotterdam as it’s closer to home, and it happened 
again. I experienced selfless care for other people. 
In Hillsong it goes beyond the socially acceptable 
‘I’m fine’ and there is a genuine interest in how 
somebody is doing.  

At a Welcome to Church Night I spoke to Goytom 
who introduced me to the great people who 
produce the services. And I was able to contribute 
in that team! It’s hard work, but the harder it gets, 
the more we all step up to help each other out. 
Contributing is important; we create possibilities 
for others, so that they enjoy the service and can 
develop their relationship with God. It is an honour 
to be able to do sound, both live and online. When I 
was ready to give, God arranged the right time and 
place. I pray that what I do helps the other teams 
and inspires the people attending or watching the 
services, in Jesus’ name. 

Rebekka
The church actually has quite a big impact on me 
because I am actually on team at kids and I just 
absolutely love the people. Even during the week, 
I just love doing little things for church. And every 
time when I feel down, I have one of the messages 
which I can look back and be like: oh yeah this 
or that. Because a lot of the messages are really 
powerful and full of wisdom which I love. 

Being part of the church means a lot to me. Because 
of the church I have met so many people and I think 
that is where my passion for music began. Just help 
building is the best part. You can just see people 
build up their faith, and even people being healed 
around me. I actually kind of grew up in Hillsong so I 
do not really know when I walked in but I know this 
church has changed my life forever.

I don’t know where I would be without Christ but I 
know that I would not like it. I got in the church via 
my parents and I am forever grateful for that. 

What I love most about the church is the people 
and the messages. The people because I can just 
trust them blind and they are all so nice, and the 
messages because I think the messages helps a lot 
of people during some harder times including me. I 
think it is just so great how we all can just change 
lives like this and make the world a better place. 



Guy 
& Laetitia 
We love the culture of our church. Everything 
about it! Servanthood, generosity, leadership, 
excellence. You can see it in every aspect of the 
church. And it’s incredible to see people’s devotion 
to the mission and cause. It’s so inspiring. We 
have visited other campuses and it’s the same 
atmosphere. There is unity. And what inspired us 
the most, is that people ‘do’ – it’s not only words. 
We saw people serving in the Body of Christ. And 
we wanted to be a part of it. 

After coming back from living in Canada, we didn’t 
have many friends, if any friends at all. We really 
wanted to have close friends that we could build 
life-long relationships with. That is what we have 
now found in the church. God has blessed us with 
incredible friends that we consider family. It’s just 
amazing how our paths crossed, and we are forever 
grateful for the people we have encountered on our 
path. They are truly incredible, inspiring, and life-
giving. We are forever thankful.

You never forget your first step into a Hillsong 
Church. You are welcomed and there is a sentiment 
of belonging, of being valued and loved no matter 
who you are or what you’ve done. We had never had 
this before. This is life changing. Literally! 

For many people, this can be the first time that 
they can feel at home. And we love how the 
church empowers people. We want everyone to 
have an abundant life with God, in all aspects, and 
the church provides all the tools needed for that. 
Everyone goes the extra mile for the other, a heart 
that is willing to be there for each other, to make 
the church strong. 

Jennifer

From the moment I stepped into Hillsong I felt seen 
and loved. It truly was ‘Welcome Home’ for me. In the 
last three years, through our amazing community, 
I’ve learned the true power of sisterhood and 
brotherhood, and what it means to love one another 
as Christ loves us. I was in a tough season when 
I came to Hillsong, but through being seen and 
loved and then through being given opportunities 
to serve, I’ve been able to continue to heal, to truly 
grow into the person God has created me to be.  

Hillsong Rotterdam is a place where everyone can 
belong, everyone can feel welcome, everyone can 
feel safe. Your past will not be held against you. It is 
not a place for the perfect; it’s a place where broken 
people are welcomed with open arms, just as Jesus 
has done for each of us. This community has taught 
me that ‘it’s okay to not be okay’; to be open and 
honest about it, so we can help each other through 
it. I’ve learned that this is what brings true freedom 
and healing. “Your past does not have to determine 
your future”. God’s grace, extended to us and all the 
people around us, always points me to Jesus. It is in 
church, in the body of Christ, that I have become the 
person I am today and I am forever grateful for every 
single moment. 

Maddie 
(Madelon)
In 2016 I went to Australia for a year and found 
Hillsong in Brisbane. It opened my eyes, and I 
realised that until then, I hadn’t experienced a real 
relationship with Jesus, despite regularly attending 
a rather traditional church with my family in the 
Netherlands. Until then, it was more about religion 
than relationship. And yet our personal relationship 
with Jesus is the most beautiful thing we can have! 
Through Hillsong I also realised why a connect 
group is so important. There you can have one 
or more friends who can help you, pray with you, 
take you out for adventures, and much more. And 
it works the other way around; in a connect group 
you build your relationship with Jesus, and you can 
make friends for life!

When I returned to the Netherlands and walked 
into the Maassilo (Hillsong Rotterdam) I knew that 
I was home! I knew that this was where God wants 
me to be. I joined a connect group, I joined the 
coffee team, I was baptized, and I had the privilege 
of baptizing a friend! In my connect group and 
the coffee team I have people around me who 
encourage me and who see more potential in me 
than I see in myself sometimes. If you had told me 
four years ago that I could lead a team, I wouldn’t 
have believed you! And I wouldn’t have been here 
if God hadn’t guided me to Hillsong. I’m forever 
thankful that He did! 



Silas & Nienke
During a 2-week holiday in Australia, back in 2010, God opened our eyes. We had our 
first encounter with Hillsong Church. We had no idea that church could look like this. 
People literally jumping for Jesus, singing their hearts out, but above all: a very strong 
sense of community. We never thought that this would ever be possible in Belgium.  

A few years later, in 2012, shortly after our wedding, we visited Hillsong Amsterdam. 
What we had seen in Australia remained on our minds, while looking for a church 
here in Belgium. After our visit to Hillsong Amsterdam, we knew that this was what we 
were looking for: ‘Welcome Home’. The power of community was so impacting for us. It 
already started that first Sunday: people took us out for lunch, bought us a coffee, had 
a chat with us... that personal and genuine care inspired and encouraged us.  

Little did we know that we would plant ourselves in a church that literally became a 
weekly road trip from Brussels to Amsterdam - and at the same time, our highlight of 
the week. From the first moment we set foot in this church, our lives changed for the 
better.  

God gave us vision to see this happening in Belgium. He gave us a desire and a dream 
to play our part in church in Brussels, with an impact on a global scale. And here we 
are today, living the dream – one step at a time.  

We became part of something bigger than ourselves. We realize more than ever 
that Jesus came to the earth to serve, so we want to do the same, as we want to 
become more like Him. We want to create that Welcome Home for others, as we had 
experienced ourselves. We want to see people’s lives moving forward, just as we had 
experienced ourselves. We want to see people saved for eternity.  

That strong sense of community became very real in 2017, when we lost what was 
most dear to us – our firstborn. It was our church community that was there in every 
step along this journey of loss. The only thing we had to do was accept help and the 
rest happened for us: from flower deliveries, to encouraging text messages and cards, 
food deliveries, prayers, but also people who dared to speak truth and life, who dared 
to challenge us to move on in life when we sometimes wanted time to stand still. It 
were the people in our church that made us dream again, that gave us new hope and 
perspective.   

It has been a wild, uncomfortable and crazy adventure, but we wouldn’t want it any 
other way. We have been challenged and stretched throughout the journey, but our 
lives have been changed for the better.  



Twan
Church has helped me find connection and 
community, and has given me the opportunity to 
use my talents to serve God and build his House. 
When moving to the Netherlands I had this genuine 
fear of loneliness because we moved in Covid 
times. But church has shown me that I don’t have 
to be alone and that there are believers that really 
care out there. After moving back from Indonesia 
my parents and I were looking for a new church 
community, when an old friend of ours invited us to 
Hillsong and helped us get connected - which went 
incredibly smooth.  

Being a part of church means being part of something 
bigger than myself, and being able to set aside 
differences to really be there for one another and 
build each other up in faith. The sense of belonging 
and community that a church creates is something 

that I really admire and hold dearly. I love that church 
is a blessed place to serve in so many different ways, 
and that it takes so many different people doing 
unique things to make church work. I’ve heard the 
lyrics “in my Father’s House, there’s a place for me” 
so many times and in church I’ve experienced these 
lyrics become reality. I’m just so grateful that God 
has showed me a place where I can be open and 
honest, and build real relationnships with people. At 
first, I was very skeptical of online connect groups 
and services, but church has shown me that God is 
able to come through in so many different ways and 
that the people behind their laptops on Zoom really 
do care about you. Even though I joined church in 
odd times, the people have still made it clear that 
I have a place in the House of the Father and that I 
am always “welcome home”. we come as we are, but 
we never leave as we are, because the Word that we 
hear transforms us from glory to glory, into the very 
image of God. 

Ilse
I was born and raised in a church 
and, as far as I can remember, always 
had a natural connection with God. 
Even though my relationship with my 
Father was strong, I started to realise 
in my 20’s, that I did not feel at home 
in the church that I grew up in. In the 
following years, I took some time to 
figure out why I couldn’t connect to 
the church that I was in.

In the Autumn of 2018, I moved to 
Amsterdam for a job opportunity. At 
that time, I didn’t know anyone in the 
city apart from my new flatmate and 
colleagues. I’ve always been fine on 
my own, but I did miss the sense of 
community and people to hang out and 
share life with. That period of spending 
time on my own and reflecting on 
how God had led my life up until that 
point, enhanced my desire to be part 
of a church again. About a year later 
I found myself googling churches in 
Amsterdam (again) and landed on the 
Hillsong website.

The open and inclusive culture instantly spoke to me, 
and I walked through the doors of Theater Amsterdam 
that following Sunday. For the first time, I felt I did not 
have to be one person in the church and another 
type of person outside of it. Maybe it’s become a 
cliché, but it really felt like coming home. That was a 

year ago, and what a year it has been. Just before the 
pandemic started, I joined a connect group and the 
comms team. I have met so many wonderful people 
and had the most beautiful conversations. Because 
of that, I have not only matured as a Christian but 
also grown a lot as a person.



Sacha
My story is the normal story of someone who 
got radically saved. One minute I’m throwing my 
life away, and the next minute I’m in His loving 
embrace, forgiven! This all happened 10 years ago, 
1 week before leaving the comfort of sunny South 
Africa on a wild adventure to the Netherlands. I 
had nothing with me but a bag and my newfound 
forgiveness. But how do you become a Christian, a 
follower of God if you have never had any influence 
of any kind before? How do you know what to do 
or when to do it? You don’t, but the church does! It 
was the church, this church, Hillsong Amsterdam 
that accepted me as I was, believed in me, and 
showed me the way!

After a few months of being in the Netherlands, I 
decided to go back to South Africa, but as soon as 
I got home I knew that I was called to play a part 
within Hillsong Amsterdam. On returning to the 
Netherlands, I joined a team and the Sunday that 
followed was the day that I officially met my (now) 
husband and started serving and contributing to the 
house that had already brought so much to my life.

The church has taught me to forgive people, to see 
the good in people. It has taught me to change the 
focus from me to others, inward to outward! It has 
taught me that excellence matters, the importance 
of ‘setting the table’ for people to meet Jesus, it all 
matters!

That is why I have a heart for (t)His house.

Stephan 
& Nefferth
We’ve been Christians since our teen 
years, but we missed feeling at home 
in a church. We hopped from one 
church to another, until we came to 
Hillsong about three years ago. On 
our very first visit we felt welcomed 
and at home. We fondly remember 
returning the following week, and 
someone greeting us by our names. 
This made us feel valued and seen. 
We then joined a connect group with 
Thierry and Amarja, and we started 
realizing what it meant to be part of 
a healthy church. We realised that we 
are designed to fulfil God’s calling by 
loving people and loving life. We then 
joined a team, helped to practically 
build the church, and our church 
family grew instantly with enriching 
people from all walks of life. 

In 2017 we had devastating news. 
Stephan’s mother Joke was diagnosed 
with ALS, and Nefferth’s young 
nephew Lester, just four years old, 
was diagnosed with neuroblastoma - 
a very rare type of cancerous tumour. For two years 
sickness and death seemed to dominate our life, but 
it was through the prayers and support of people in 
church – those we know and the those we don’t see 
- that we kept moving forward. Our church family 
created a roster to walk our dog when we were 
away taking care of Joke or Lester. Another example 
were the text messages and calls to listen to our 

grief. Flowers, cards, warm and supporting hands 
on our shoulder when words were not enough: all 
this was through faithful and faith-filled brothers 
and sisters standing with us through the storm. 
Church is family - the good, the bad and the ugly. 
But first and foremost, our hope and focus is on our 
Lord Jesus. 



Tatiana
“Welcome home & You belong here!” Those were 
the words I saw the first time I walked though the 
doors of Hillsong... and back then I didn’t realize the 
impact this was going to have in my life.

The moment I chose to say YES to God, and to give 
him my life so he would use it according to his 
perfect plans, the moment I made a decision to put 
him first, my life changed and has not, and will not 
ever be the same. For some people this happens at 
once, but for me it was a process to understand that 
God is not a God of “middle terms” that he is all for 
us, that he wants to have a relationship with us, to 
bless us abundantly, and to love us unconditionally, 
and that we will never come second while putting 
him first. 

Being part of Hillsong means that I have the privilege 
to serve God, to live for his cause,  to learn from his 
word and from the greatest leaders I could ever ask 
for,  who exemplify what it means to follow Jesus, 
in every single aspect of life, while still being very 
imperfect human beings but full of grace, love and 
acceptance to one another. 

Being part of church means being part of the best 
family, the one God intended us all to have! And 
that’s why choosing to be part of this place feels like 
a call to me and my heart. My hillsong family never 
ask anything from me, they never impose anything 
on me... but they are always there for me! They have 
supported me, guided me, encouraged me, believed 
in me... they have given me so much. I am at home 
here. I always will be, because: “One house, many 
Rooms”. And because our church is not a physical 
place, it’s not about religion, it’s not about rules, it’s 
about the people! It’s about putting God at the center 
of our lives and being blessed so we can continue 
to bless others with generosity and outpouring love. 
We are the church! 

Roemer 
& Patricia
Hillsong is hospitable! In 2015, in the Escape in 
Amsterdam, we were immediately impressed by the 
Hillsong hospitality, by the care of many volunteers. 
They took care of us by showing us to our seats, and 
they were interested in who we were: we truly felt 
seen and valued. 

Hillsong is home! As we live in Dordrecht, we 
naturally attended Hillsong Rotterdam soon after 
its start. Again, we were warmly welcomed. Our 
children were immediately invited to some nice 
activities. The next Sunday they wanted to go to 

Hillsong again and now we’ve been part of Hillsong 
for three years.    

Hillsong is family! We’ve now found a family 
of warm-hearted brothers and sisters who are 
encouraging us and care for us and each other. 
We know that we can count on their support and 
understanding in difficult times, and we can share 
our joy in God’s blessing on our lives. 

Hillsong is true living! The things that make life 
worth living... we’ve found them in Hillsong church. 
For example, praising God together, celebrating 
His grace and mercy for us. We enjoy the services 
and the fun activities midweek. We’ve experienced 
what it means to love and be loved, especially in 
our connect group. This close-knit group is there to 
support each other, to pray for and with us every 
day. In the last three years we’ve learned that God 
loves us, and the best response to His love is to love 
each other. This is true living: to helping others to 
find Jesus, to do life together, to find true purpose, 
relationship on a new foundation. This church has 
taught me many things about my identity. It helps 
me to grow and flourish.

Maurice
& Ilona
We are a happily married couple, 23 and 24 years 
old, living in the beautiful city of Rotterdam. In 
the summer of 2017, we moved to Ridderkerk 
where we didn’t really know anyone. Maurice’s 
sister invited us to Hillsong Rotterdam, and we 
loved it immediately. The moment we stepped 

through the doors, we felt so welcome. There was 
an atmosphere of praise for God. We loved how 
everybody was giving their all to Jesus. We knew 
right then that this is a church that we wanted 
to be part of, and which we could invest in. So, 
we immediately joined a team and got involved in 
building His Kingdom. 
 
We soon came to a better understanding of WHY 
we want to serve, and what the church is. We 
learned that it is not about us, it’s not about what 
we gain, and not about church just being a ‘Sunday 
thing’. We now know that we can be the church 
everywhere and every day. And we love that we get 
to do church with friends and family! We love to 
serve together, pray for one another, worship Him 
with raised hands, and have conversations about 
what God has done in someone’s life. We love the 
game nights, the hangouts in the park and the 
mid-week dinners! It is His love that brought us 
together. We love getting a better understanding 
of the word of God and the Holy Spirit: deepening 
our relationship with Him.   



Diane

We had been part of a church in South Africa for 
nearly 40 years when we got the opportunity to 
relocate our family to Belgium in 2018. It was an 
exciting but scary step for us. In the preparations 
for our ‘big move’, we learned that Hillsong was 
planning to start gatherings in Brussels. 

After one visit to Hillsong in the Netherlands, we 
had such peace knowing that God had gone ahead 
and had already paved a path to our ‘new home’. 
On 2 September 2018, we walked through the doors 
of Flagee, Brussels and saw the banners ‘Welcome 
Home’ and we immediately knew that we were 
home. 

We have met incredible people through our church 
who have become our family. People who have 
been there for us when we were lonely or when 
we needed practical advice, people to share a meal 
with or a walk in a park. Amazing people to do life 
with. Being part of Hillsong Church has given us 
the opportunity to be planted and to see our lives 
begin to flourish again. We feel honoured to serve 
in our church and to be part of a connect group. 
We are inspired by the courageous leadership of our 
global and local leaders and their commitment to 
point people to Jesus. We know that our best days 
are ahead!

Yannick
When I was still quite new in Hillsong, I was 
pleasantly surprised to be invited to a youth leaders’ 
team night. We all had dinner together; we learned 
how to invite people to church, and just got to know 
one another. I had a lot of fun and I realized how 
intentional everyone was with what they did. At the 
end of the evening, we split into groups to pray. One 
of the guys put his hand on my shoulder and prayed 
for me. He gave me a word that was so specific that I 
started crying: I knew it was the Lord speaking to me. 
This encounter encouraged me and prepared me for 
things that were going to happen in the following 
months. If it wasn’t for that night, perhaps I couldn’t 
have handled all that was going to happen. It was 
a turning point for me. In the following months my 
brother was miraculously healed, and he gave his 
life to Jesus. I was also reconciled with a very close 
friend, and he also gave his life to Jesus.  

These are just a few of the many beautiful things 
that I have had the privilege of seeing in our loving, 
welcoming and intentional church. My many new 
friends I can now call family. 

Jesus said to freely give, because freely you received. 
So, I’d like to encourage everyone to help empower 
our church, so we can continue to reach even more 
people and bring them closer to our loving Jesus. 
Even if we don’t see it immediately, everything sown 
in love will eventually bring beautiful fruit.

Aimee
“I found my life when I laid it down.” I’m sure you 
all know these lyrics! Touch the Sky reflects on the 
transformation that took place when I completely 
surrendered my life to Christ. 

I’ve always believed in God, but somewhere along 
the way, I walked away and tried to live life my own 
way. Deep inside I always knew that I needed to 
reconnect with God, but I had no idea where to start. 
To be honest, I wasn’t feeling ready.  

I’ve known Hillsong Worship for years, but I had 
no clue that Hillsong Church existed. It was back 
in April 2020 that I came across a Hillsong Church 
Instagram account and that discovery changed 
the whole trajectory of my life. It was through Lee 
Burns’ message The Empowered Church that I 
decided to surrender my heart, body and soul to 
God. The message really triggered something in 
me. I discovered that what I have in Christ Jesus is 
greater than what I ever had in the world. I have a 
greater purpose for existence and all my blessings 
are in Him. 

“FOR WE ARE GOD’S WORKMANSHIP, 
CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS TO DO GOOD 
WORKS, WHICH GOD PREPARED IN 
ADVANCE FOR US TO DO.”  

EPHESIANS 2:10 (NIV)  

Hillsong Church has introduced me to a God who 
is madly in love with me, who forgives me and 
who does not require perfection. It’s in this church 
I now call home that I found my true identity and 
calling. It’s given me the privilege to serve alongside 
incredible and encouraging people. 



Mattias
I am in this church already for 7 years - I was 10 
at the time when my parents made the decision 
to stay at this church and I am so happy with it. I 
am never bored when I am in church, as there are 
always people around who you can talk to or who 
you can help.  

I made lots of friends in church and learnt so much 
which I now also use at work. The best of all those 
friends in church is that you can always come to 
them and talk to them if you need help. There are 
lots of different people and always someone who 
can help with the thing you need help with.  

Being part of this church means a lot to me. To me 
it means that I am always welcome to whatever 
event there is and when I am available, I can always 
help. If I do not know how, someone will teach me 
how to do it. I love serving in church the most. I 
am serving at Hillsong Kids and since a little while 
ago we started a new sketch in the Hillsong Kids 
service. This sketch is called Backstage with Mattie. 
In this sketch I’m taking the kids with me to show 
them how we run the Hillsong Kids service. I love 
to make these video’s, sometimes it goes a little 
different as planned but then mostly it’s even better. 

Mario
The thing I love the most about the church is the 
support and love I get from my community. The 
power to break through in life and be successful. 
When I started going to Hillsong, I realized how 
much Jesus spoke to me, and how much I needed 
to be close to him. 

For me, Jesus talks to us, not only through the 
service but also through our community. God shows 
us in small details the answer to our questions, be it 
a message from the Bible or a question we wouldn’t 
think of. That’s what I love about my church.

Cristian
& Belén
When we moved to the Netherlands with our  
1-year-old daughter, we didn’t know anyone. Our 
first step was to find a church: what better way to 
get to know people? At Hillsong we immediately felt 
welcomed. We loved the atmosphere and enjoyed 
the worship and preaching, but for us the most 
important thing was that our daughter had a great 
time! 

Soon after starting to build relationships, we 
were invited to join the kids and worship teams. 
From that moment on we spent every Sunday at 
church and joined midweek team nights. With 
our church friends - our family - we found a home 
away from home. Our now oldest daughter walks 
around church getting smiles from people, giving 
high fives, and even helping with set up! We know 
that we can play our part to build God’s church by 
doing what we love, using what we have, and just 
being ourselves.  

We have grown in our faith and our capacity 
faster than we thought we could. In each season, 
including hard times, we are always surrounded 
by our Hillsong family. People have showed up, 
praying with us, and helped us in practical ways. 
God is always faithful. We can’t wait to see what 
comes next! 



Jolijn
“TWO PEOPLE ARE BETTER OFF THAN 
ONE, FOR THEY CAN HELP EACH OTHER 
SUCCEED. IF ONE PERSON FALLS, THE 
OTHER CAN REACH OUT AND HELP.”  

ECCLESIASTES 4:9-10A (NLT).  

 
Doing life, with all its phases, struggles and 
celebrations, with fellow believers is what helps me 
keep growing in my relationship with God. Having 
people around me who point me to God’s promises 
keeps me focused, regardless of circumstances. 
Being able to see God working in my life and in the 
people around me keeps reminding me that we 
serve a living God. That’s why it is so important to 
not be doing our ‘faith journey’ on our own. That’s 
why I love our church. 

Emma

I am glad with our church. I like going to Hillsong 
Kids because I have friends there. I like to learn more 
about God. I often make drawings of the preaching 
and I write beautiful sentences and words about it. 
It helps me to remember the message better. I have 
learned that in church. I like watching the online 
services. Especially the Christmas service was really 
special. Also the kids services from Sundays are so 
nice to watch. My little sister is always dancing 
really cute during the intro music. She wants me 
to participate so we dance together. The other time 
when we were on holiday we were able to watch 
the online service together with my cousin and 
niece, I really liked that! I like the items of the kids 
service and also the craft. It gives me ideas to make 
it myself. I also like to do special things, like for 
mothers day we were recording something special 
for my mother. It was nice. I love our church. 

Tirza

I have been going to church my whole life. The most 
important aspect of church now is the friendships 
I have built with people who love God and church. 
But also the opportunity to put my passion for God 
into worship and serving at Hillsong Kids.

Being part of the church personally means building 
God’s Kingdom and showing God’s love for the 
world. However, it also means that I am surrounded 
by like-minded people which makes it easier to talk 
about things. Since the moment I joined a team, 
being part of the church also means being an 
example for kids in church. Through the way I act, 
talk and behave, I can show kids that loving God can 
be part of your life.

I believe that every church is part of God’s House 
- another room. Since the day I was born I went to 
church, but after a difficult period in our previous 
church, my parents went looking for a new room in 
God’s House. At that moment we found Hillsong and 
it really felt like coming home. That moment was 
about 8 years ago. A little later, I was asked to join 
the kids worship team. That was the moment I was 
no longer a visitor, but part of building God’s house.
I love the people around me. Being able to share 
my love for God with others and to help each other 
grow in our faith. But I am also a big fan of music, so 
worship is one of the things that really touches my 
heart in our church.

 

Jessica
With my studies, I was overwhelmed and so I put 
my relationship with God on hold. I took a year off 
to rest but also to rebuild my relationship with God. 
Hillsong Church has allowed me to rebuild that 
relationship on a new foundation. This church has 
taught me many things about my identity. It helps 
me to grow and flourish in my everyday life. 

Being a part of Hillsong Church is like discovering 
a new family that loves you without having known 
you and without prejudice. I know that I will always 
have someone who will listen to me and advise me. 
In these times, we think that we are often alone but 
by being part of this church, I understood that I 
was not.

I discovered Hillsong Church during the 2020 
lockdown. I was listening to Hillsong United and 
didn’t know there was a church. It was through a 
post on Instagram that I found out about Hillsong 
Church. I followed a message by Pastor Brendan 
White from Hillsong France on how to stand firm 
during a storm. I was so touched by this message 
that I researched Hillsong Church. I found out there 
was a campus in Brussels and that’s how I became 
part of this great family. 



Daniel
I joined our Rotterdam campus in the fall of 2018. 
From the very first moment that I walked through 
the doors I immediately felt God’s presence in the 
room. In the weeks that followed I really felt at 
home in church. I helped with pack-down after a 
service and met some people that were already on 
team. I got introduced to some guys from the sound 
team and joined them a couple of weeks later. That 
was the start of a journey I could’ve never thought 
of when I joined. I had zero knowledge of sound, 
but I was trained quickly by the rest of the team. 
Now I have already been part of the sound team 
for 2,5 years and I’ve learned and grown so much 
in that time. 

In the last couple of years, I’ve made some great 
friends which made church feel personal. Being part 
of a team has helped me to feel more connected to 
the church - I help in a practical way to move the 
church forward. With what I do on a Sunday, I hope 
to give people the same experience that I had when 
I joined the church for the first time. For me, being 
part of and serving in our church is an amazing 
experience! 

Ana

A recommendation of a Hillsong Netherlands 
Sunday service on YouTube - that’s all it took for me 
to get involved with our church!  

I had been praying for opportunities to serve and 
to have friends, and in that service, Pastor Richard 
talked about connect groups. I immediately felt like 
he was talking to me. I needed to see what that was 
about. Now, 6 months later, I call Hillsong my home! 

Joining our church has helped me to develop my 
relationship with God, to allow Him to transform 
me and my life. And it gave me friends who are my 
weekly inspiration on servanthood and generosity! 

I really love the ‘can do’ attitude we all have and 
how strong is the servanthood spirit is among us. 
Everybody is always ready to help and connect! 

Now I know I am not alone. God’s got my back and 
surrounded me with amazing Kingdom builders! I 
pray that more people can be part of that and get 
blessed in such a way as well! 

Lindy
I have been part of Hillsong Church for about 3,5 
years now. I was actually not planning to join 
Hillsong Church, but someone invited me to join 
once, and I felt home immediately. I live in Belgium, 
and back then we were still going to Amsterdam 
every week in minivans. The second time I joined, I 
didn’t tell anyone that I would be coming, and then 
after the service, I asked some people from Belgium 
if I could drive back with them. They took me for 
lunch, and I felt part of the group right away, so I 
decided to keep coming and really plant myself. 
I immediately joined a connect group, and the 
translations team, which was a really good decision, 
because I love being part of the community and 
serving God. I love it that in that way, even though 
Hillsong is a big church, you don’t feel lost because 
you can always have people around you. And I know 
that whatever happens, these people will be there 
for me, and take care of me if needed. 

I received a lot in church, I am learning new things 
every day, things that I can apply in every area 
of life, not only in the church. And I got to know a 
completely different side of God and what it actually 
means to have a relationship with Him. I love to be 
able to give back, so that other people can receive 
the same things as I received when I joined church, 
that feeling of belonging, feeling loved by God and 
by people and really being able to grow in your 
relationship with God.



Hugues
The biggest impact that our church had on our life has been and still is, that we have 
the privilege to live for something bigger: the cause of Christ. This has helped us enlarge 
our thinking and capacity in our everyday life and we have a community to do life with. 
In and out of season we speak life and help each other, especially during this pandemic 
we’ve seen how being around good people makes a big difference.

Being part of our church for us as a family is just being a vessel. Through us God can 
touch people and show his faithfulness and love. We’ve received so much from our 
church and people in our church that our response is just to serve our community and 
help reach other people who need to hear about God’s love.

In pastor Bobbie’s book, Heaven is in this House; she wrote “Imagine a place where the 
atmosphere causes humanity to flourish” And since we joined our church years ago, 
we’ve literally experienced this in our life. When we look back today, we can only say 
that this is what made us decide to plant ourselves here. Life is made of seasons (ups 
and downs) and our church helped us navigate it by speaking life in every season – this 
is just amazing. For us as parents of an almost 2-year-old daughter, we love that we can 
position ourselves in church for her to grow up in such a healthy environment, being 
able to flourish and step into all that God has for her.

We get to play a part in building a church that will unite Belgium and bring all people 
from different languages to be one church, see them flourish, and step into what 
God has for them. We believe God loves unity and this what we are witnessing with 
our church.



Leo 
& Natasja
‘Welcome Home’ is what Hillsong stands for, and we 
have experienced it. 

Our family consists of Leo and Natasja (50 years 
old), our daughter Noa (20) and our son Yves (16). 
Over three years ago, after some searching, we 
found Hillsong Rotterdam. A church not just for 
Sundays, but one where we engage with each other 
during the week. 

To us it is very special that despite an intellectual 
disability and autism, Noa feels at home and 
connected in our church. She has decided to follow 
God and overcome some fears. Two years ago she 
was baptized - a special moment for our family.  

It all started for Noa by her asking the question: “Is 
Welcome Home also for me?” 

We have the opportunity to help build the church 
by serving in a team. Also, in our connect group 
we get to share joys, sorrows and pray for each 
other. Hillsong’s vision includes paying attention to 
individuals, including those who are struggling and 
those who don’t know God; all this is very positive 
and attractive, and we have committed ourselves to 
this. We believe that through Hillsong many people 
will come to God. They will find a place where they 
are seen and known, and where they grow in their 
relationship with God. 

Annabel
Growing up in a Christian household I was used 
to going to church, but I did it for my 
parents. It was not that I did not have 
faith or identified as a Christian, but 
moreso that I did not see the value 
and joy of church. Moving to another 
country, becoming independent 
and with Covid, I neglected going to 
church but felt that I didn’t need it. I 
did not notice how this distanced me 
from God and how it stopped me from 
evolving and learning in faith. Thanks 
to the Hillsong’s connect group in 
Antwerp I got in touch with my faith 
and their testimonies helped me 
respark my interest in church.  

I love how church motivates me to 
pray, talk to God and helps me help 
others. By listening to the Sunday 
service I give myself a break from my 
busy, stress-filled student llife and 
helps me realize what is important 
and that I don’t have to live my life 
alone. God is in my corner. I pay more 
attention to my actions and how I treat 
others now that I hear God’s words 
more often.  

I love how Hillsong is such a loving and open 
church. It makes me feel that it is okay I sometimes 
doubt my faith and that I am welcome to explore 

and grow in my Christianity. I love the joy in which 
Hillsong translates the word of God. I am amazed 
how its people live their lives so lovingly and helpful 
to others. It all motivates me to be a part of this.



Silas 
& Virginie
In September 2018, when we had just started dating, 
we weren’t really planted in any church. We did 
always talk about how great it would be if God 
could use us to help young people grow in their 
relationship with God. It was back then that we 
started attending the church services in Hillsong 
Brussels Connect. Right from the start, we felt very 
welcomed and we noticed something that we 
weren’t used to: people spoke life to us, believed in 
us and saw the potential in us, both individually and 
as a couple.

We decided to get planted in Hillsong Church and 
to contribute to building His House. At that time, 
there were no youth groups yet in Hillsong Brussels 
Connect that we could serve in, so we both started 
serving in other teams. As time went on, we were 

given responsibilities and opportunities to grow 
and about a year ago, to our surprise, the church 
asked us to start a youth group, Fuel, for the 11 to 
14-year-olds in Hillsong Brussels Connect. We now 
have the privilege of leading teenagers in their walk 
with God, something that we somehow always felt 
called to do and always dreamt of.

If it wouldn’t have been for this community of 
people believing in us and God working through 
these people, we would have never been able to do 
something like this. That’s what we love so much 
about our church: no matter who you are or where 
you’re at, you are believed in and you get to be part 
of this great community of people that brings all 
their talents, dreams and vision together to build 
God’s House.

Christel
I was brought up in a Christian Reformed family. 
Going to church, praying and reading the Bible 
always felt natural to me. Through both good and 
difficult times, I was grateful that God was with 
me, but I felt that there was something missing. In 
2018 my friend took me to Hillsong. I knew Hillsong 
music but didn’t know Hillsong had a church in the 
Netherlands.  

I immediately felt welcome. I was invited to a 
connect group in Dordrecht, and I’ve been a part of 
that group ever since! I’m also a part of the resource 
team. When we help with set-up early on Sundays, 
we’re literally building church together. And not 
only on Sundays, but on all days of the week, with 
people from diverse backgrounds, we build church 
in another sense: we eat together, pray for each 
other, comfort each other, rejoice with each other.  

The Sunday services plus connect group, Colour 
Conference, Sisterhood, LeadersLab and Heart & 

Soul have all lifted my faith and helped me to grow. 
And I’ve made friends - brothers and sisters - for life! 
I do miss the live services, worshipping and meeting 
each other in person, but I’m grateful that we can 
watch and participate online. Soon we can meet 
again in smaller groups, and the Church Online 
Gatherings have also started again. I can’t wait to 
be ‘home’ together again!
  

Dimta
I joined Hillsong in January 2020. I’m grateful to have 
found a community and I can say that I have been 
growing spiritually since then. God put the right 
persons on my way to move forward. I discovered 
great leaders who share God’s wisdom and give 
very practical advice.

I really loved the first church service I attended. I felt 

the love of God through the worship, the message 
and the people around me. I also received a sticker 
‘the best is yet to come’ which moved me. At the end 
of the service, I knew that I wanted to be planted 
in this church. So, I joined a connect group to meet 
people. By participating in different gatherings (like 
Heart & Soul and All Team Night), I learned more 
about the vision of Hillsong Church and this made 
me want to contribute.

For me, being part of the church means building 
God’s Kingdom. So, it makes sense to me to 
contribute financially (give my tithe & offerings) to 
the House of God and to be involved in the events 
team. We are all the body of Christ and I want to play 
my part for His glory. 

What I love the most in church is my connect 
group. For me, it’s a safe space where I can have 
meaningful discussions to know more about God 
and His ways: we learn a lot from each other as we 
are all unique and none of us has the same story. 
And the cherry on the cake: we also have fun!



Looi family
We first came to Hillsong Church in 2011 when we 
met in Club Panama in Amsterdam and there was 
only one service. We will never forget our first 
conversation with Pastor Debbie’s mother who was 
the first person to greet us and welcome us home. 
This was one of many great conversations that we 
have had at church. Being part of church means 
that it’s not just about us but about the part we 
plan in something bigger than ourselves. To reach 
out in our own way or gift to compliment the many 
different parts of the Body of Christ, His Church. 

Even in the midst of the pandemic, God has 
continued to open doors of opportunity for us. We 
can never outgive God. This is an area where we 
have struggled with as a family, and yet God has 
been faithful in our lives. As a family we know 
that God is able to make all grace abound to us 
(2 Corinthians 9:8). We have learned to trust and 
obey God even when we do not understand it. It’s 
one thing to know God and another to live it out, l 
can honestly say we have not yet arrived but are far 
ahead from where we started.  

Over the years, we have received great teachings 
through various speakers, and attending 
conferences and events has greatly impacted the 
way we live. Our minds have been transformed - It 
has pushed us out of our comfort zone. When you 
seek the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, all 
the things that you are seeking will be added to 
you. We are blessed to be part of something that is 
bigger than ourselves.

Joost 
& Dominique
We live near Rotterdam with our 4 kids and together 
lead the Info & Rego team of the Rotterdam campus. 
We learned that doing our part, even if it is just a 
small part, matters greatly! Reaching out, being 
generous, helping out, being kind, cooking dinner 
for somebody, serving in church, praying for 
somebody... it all matters. We learned that faithfully 
using what is in our hands is the way to fulfil what 
is in our hearts.    

Six years ago, we were invited to a BBQ event. Just 
some friends celebrating life in a park in Rotterdam. 
We met a nice couple and they invited us to church. 
A simple invitation that changed our lives. Friends 
became family. A growing family where all are 
loved, all are equal and especially where everybody 
is welcome. Hillsong Church gave us this absolute 
Welcome Home! Being part of this family changed 
everything for us. This is not just a feeling. It is all 
about teaching us that the secret to living a life of 
purpose is living for something bigger than yourself. 

‘Love God, Love People, Love Life.’ To us this is 
Hillsong church. Don’t just live saved – live called! 
It’s not always easy. Stepping out of your comfort 
zone can be scary at times. We would encourage 
everyone to take a step closer to Jesus every day 

and experience His love! No matter the season you 
are in, the future is looking bright! Yes - the best is 
yet to come! 

Zoë
I joined church in my first year of university and at 
the time, I pretty much lived like a typical student. 
My lifestyle consisted of partying; the fact that I first 
went to church in Escape, a club I had never seen 
in daylight before that day was pretty funny. But my 
lifestyle back then was a result of how I felt, which 
was inadequate in every way possible. 

The first time I got to Escape I didn’t make it to the 
front door, I panicked and left. The second time 
this lady from the hosting team walked across 
Rembrandt-square in the pouring rain (she did 
have an umbrella) and asked, ‘’Hey are you here for 
church? Come with me, our band is awesome!’’ After 
that day, I never left. It was the first time that I didn’t 
feel like a fish out of water, I felt like I belonged. 

Over the years I’ve seen so many miracles, in my 
own life and the lives of others, ranging from healing 
to financial provision, to restored mindsets. But even 
when God did not perform the miracle, He showed 
me something more important. This community, this 
church, who picks you up when you can’t get up 
yourself. Not by imposing, but by genuinely caring 
about each other. Don’t get me wrong, it’s not all 
sunshine and rainbows, I mean we are people 
after all. But church is a place where no matter the 
circumstance you are invited, welcome. You’ll get 
cheered on when you succeed, and we’ll encourage 
you when you need it and even pick you up when 
you fall. I got to experience that so closely over the 
past couple of years, it was one of the most touching 
experiences in my life. 

God says we are the church and He’ll do good works 
through us. And I? I can’t wait to see what God will 
do in the lives of people in this city, through us, the 
church. This is why I have a heart for the house. 
 



Improvements 
to Theater 
Amsterdam
Part of this year’s Heart for the House offering will go 
towards improving our Amsterdam campus. Theater 
Amsterdam has been a great church home for us 
over the last few years, but our AV system needs 
an overhaul requiring a significant investment. For 
parents with babies we also want to make sure that 
they have a great Sunday experience in the parents 
room, moving and improving it.

Move into Van 
Nelle Fabriek
We are in the process of moving into a larger 
building for our Rotterdam campus, to make room 
for the days ahead and welcome more people into 
His House. Part of Heart for the House offering will 
go towards setting up the Van Nelle Fabriek.

Live worship 
in Brussels
We are improving the church experience by 
providing full live worship in our Brussels campus. 
The team has grown in number and in skill and part 
of this Hear for the House offering will go towards 
the equipment to facilitate this.

Broadcasting 
Dutch service
In the last season we have started Dutch services 
to reach more people with the Good News. Part 
of this year’s miracle offering will go towards AV 
equipment that will allow us to broadcast the live 
Dutch service from Theater Amsterdam into several 
cities in the Netherlands.

Our own 
building
History has proven that securing a permanent 
facility enables campuses to advance and 
gain strength – We continue to actively seek a 
permanent building for our Amsterdam campus. 

Projects
What are we giving towards? What will HFTH enable us to do?

How To Give
Your Heart for the House offering can be received throughout June.

Stichting Hillsong Church has ANBI status for tax benefits on your giving if you are a Dutch tax payer.
If you would like assistance with tax benefits in Belgium, please email info@hillsong.nl

If you are part of 
Hillsong Amsterdam:
Bank: Rabobank
Account Name: Stichting Hillsong Church NL
IBAN: NL47 RABO 0156 5632 23
BIC: RABONL2U

This would be like putting a stake in the ground and 
enables us to organise more activities from our own 
hub, for both our church and for the community.

Global social 
justice
5% of the offering goes towards our social justice 
partnerships: 

A21: Abolishing slavery everywhere, forever. 
Eradicating human trafficking through awareness, 
intervention, and aftercare.

Compassion: Releasing children from poverty in 
Jesus’ name through sponsorship programs.
 
Vision Rescue: Empowering people living in slums 
in India,  to find their purpose, enjoy their rights, and 
live with dignity.

Global church 
plants
5% of our offering goes towards church plants 
globally by Hillsong Church.

If you are part of 
Hillsong Rotterdam or Brussels:
Bank: Rabobank
Account Name: Stichting Hillsong Church NL
IBAN: NL56 RABO 0134 1102 77
BIC: RABONL2U



RESCUE, RESTORE, 
REBUILD. 
As a church family, 
these are the
promises we are
declaring over our 
house — God’s House — 
this year and beyond. 

We will see people
RESCUED from 
impossible situations, 
RESTORE what is lost, 
and
REBUILD something
new and glorious.

Our mission to reach and
influence the world by building
a large Christ-centred Bible-based 
church has never been more
relevant. We look towards the 
future with great anticipation 
for all the Lord will accomplish 
through His House in the days to 
come. For the lost and new 
generations we will welcome 
‘home’ through our doors. 
For the aching hearts, hands and 
homes who will experience God’s 
healing, care and restoration. 
The best truly is yet to come.




