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      Date Code Interpretation Guide for Can Foods 
 

Step 1: Locate the code on the product packaging. The codes, which might resemble 

a number like “2061” or “0195,” are usually stamped on the top or bottom of a can.  
Look for codes on boxed foods in the same places. Manufacturers vary in listing the 
year or month first and some add numbers to the code that are not related to the date. 
 
Step 2: Check the code to see if numbers are used to represent months. If the code 
uses numbers, the numbers 1 through 9 represent the months of January to 
September. The letter O represents October, N represents November and D 
represents December. Using these coding examples, 2061 translates to 2 for the 
month of February, 06 for the sixth day of the month and 1 for the year 2001, or Feb. 
6, 2001. 
 
Step 3: Look at the code to determine if the manufacturer uses letters to represent 

months. If the code uses letters, the letter A represents January and each subsequent 
letter represents the next month, ending with L for December. 
 
Step 4: Examine the number to determine if the manufacturer uses a Julian date, 

which is a number that states the number of days since the first day of the current 
year. If a manufacturer uses a Julian date, the code 0195 will translate to the number 
0 for the year 2000 and 195 for the Julian date, since July 14 is the 195th day of the 
year.  See the Julian Chart on pages 2-3. 
  
Step 5: 

Lastly, always check food cans for the following; 

 swelling and/or leakage  
 rust and scratches  
 broken tamper-evident seals  
 dents or damage  
 damaged seams (joins). 

 
Do not purchase or give away food/donate cans if you see any of these problems. 
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